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Subject code:  
DG-508.1-1 

Subject name: Contemporary Political-Geographical Problems of 
the World 

Study cycle: II Year: I Semester: I ECTS credits: 6 

Status: elective Contact hours: 60 
 
Lectures: 30 
Practical courses: 30 
  

Assigned professors 
and assistants: 

Lecturers and assistants selected for the field to which the 
course belongs 

Prerequisits: / 

Subject objectives: 

The training of students to independently interpret 
contemporary political-geographical problems in the world. 
Through the examination of the classification of these 
problems, integration and disintegration processes 
worldwide, critical knowledge will be developed about the 
complexity and multidimensionality of the impact of political-
geographical problems on the state of global and regional 
development, with particular focus on contemporary 
political-geographical issues in Southeast Europe, bilateral 
relations among countries in the region, and the resolution of 
these problems on the path to their integration into the EU 
and NATO. 

Teaching units: 

 
1. The Place of Political Geography and Geopolitics in the 

System of Geographical Sciences   
2. The Development of Political Geography   
3. Geopolitics and Territoriality   
4. The Process of Forming the Political Map of the World   
5. The Global Political-Geographical Picture of the World   
6. New Paradigms and the Formation of a New World Order   
7. State, Nation, and Nation-State   
8. First Test   
9. Classification of Contemporary Political-Geographical 

Problems   
10. Contemporary Political-Geographical Processes and 

Problems in the Modern World – A Global Overview   
11. Contemporary Political-Geographical Processes and 

Problems – Regional Overview – America, Asia with 
Oceania   

12. Contemporary Political-Geographical Processes and 
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Problems – Regional Overview – Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Western Asia, and North Africa   

13. Political-Geographical Problems – Regional Overview 
Europe   

14. Political-Geographical Problems in Southeastern Europe 
with Special Focus on Bosnia and Herzegovina   

15. Concluding Considerations   

Learning outcomes:  

Knowledge: 
• The student identifies conflict zones and territories 

subject to political disputes in the world. 
• The student lists and explains the official positions of the 

parties involved in the most prominent contemporary 
political-geographical problems. 
 

Skills:  
• The student classifies political-geographical problems 

based on various criteria (regional location, causes, 
consequences, duration, intensity, etc.). 

• The student independently analyzes the broader political, 
social, economic, demographic, and spatial implications of 
contemporary political-geographical problems. 
 

Competencies: 
• The student presents a critical stance on specific political-

geographical issues based on an objective consideration of 
facts. 

• The student creates proposals for teaching content in 
geography related to political-geographical problems. 

Teaching methods: 
Multimedia presentation and discussion (lectures); research 
independent work of students and joint analysis (practical 
courses). 

Knowledge testing 
methods with grading 
structure1: 

 

 Points 

Attendance max 5 - min 3 

Participation on lectures max 5 - min 3 

First test max 30 - min 16 

Seminar paper max 20 - min 11 

Final exam max 40 - min 22 

TOTAL          100         
 
 

 

 
1 The structure of points and point criteria for each subject is determined by the Council of the organizational unit before the 

beginning of the academic year in which the subject is taught in accordance with Article 64, paragraph 6 of the Law on Higher 
Education of Sarajevo Canton 
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Assessment: 

Grade ECTS grade Points scale 

10 (A) excellent 95 - 100 

9 (B) very good 85 - 94 

8 (C) good  75 - 84  
7 (D) satisfactory 66 - 74 

6 (E) sufficient 55 - 64 

5 (F, FX) insufficient  

 
 <55 

 

Literature2:  

Mandatory: 
1. Conflict Barometar 2023, Heidelberg institute for 

international conflict Research e. v.,at the Department of 
Political Science, University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg. 
(PDF) 

2. Bufon M., 2007, Osnove politične geografije. Založba 
Annales, Koper 

3. Cvrtila V., 2004, Politička geografija i geopolitika, Fakultet 
političkih nauka Sveučilišta u Zagrebu. Zagreb (PDF) 
 

Recommended: 
1. Pavić R., 1999, Uvod u Huntingtona, Geografski horizont, 

Br.1-2, Hrvatsko geografsko društvo, Zagreb,21-30; 
2. Bufon M., Gosar A., Nurković S., Sanguin A.L., 2006: The 

Western Balkans-a European Challenge. Založba Annales, 
Koper; 

3. Zovko, M.: Politička geografija, geopolitika i geostrategija u 
Političkoj misli od 1964. do 2013. godine. Politička misao, 
vol.1. 2014. Zagreb. 

 

 
2 The Senate of the higher education institution as an institution or a council of the organizational unit of the higher education 

institution as a public institution determines mandatory and recommended textbooks and manuals, as well as other 
recommended literature on the basis of which exams are prepared by a special act which is required to be published on its 
website before the beginning of the academic year in accordance with Article 56, paragraph 3 of the Law on Higher Education of 
the Sarajevo Canton. 


